   PHIL 1381: Introduction to Philosophy                                    Fall, 2017      
A Brief Note on Your
"Summary Reflection" Essay Assignment

For this assignment, you have a choice of writing on one of several possible topics which I have indicated below.  The ideal format of this essay is as follows -- (though I'm not concerned if your "summary" or your "reflection" turns out to be a little more than specified):
Please Double-Space your essays and use 12 point font size.
Also, be sure to include a clear thesis paragraph and concluding paragraph.

1)  Cover (Title) Page (with all the standard information included :
      -- the title of your essay, your name, the course, my name, the date --
      no special format).
2)  An approximately two page Summary of the philosophical position(s) 
     you've chosen to evaluate (which will essentially be determined by the 

     topic on which you choose to write).
3)  An approximately two page personal Reflection on the position or 
     positions you've just summarized (and we can discuss in class a few 
     possible approaches you might take to this).
4)  additional "Works Cited" page to document any sources you 
     use including our basic text(s).  For instance, if you use information you 
     have gathered from some web site or book, you absolutely must 
     document it properly in order to avoid plagiarism.  So long as you do 
     provide adequate documentation, however, it’s perfectly fine to consult 

     outside sources for your essays.

As always, please let me know if you have any questions

about how to approach this essay assignment!
Summary / Reflection Essay Topic Possibilities:
Due Monday, November 20th
 1) At the beginning of Plato's Meno, Meno offers Socrates several definitions of virtue 

    or arete.  None of the definitions satisfy Socrates.  Reviewing the definitions and 

    Socrates' responses to them, what seems to be the major fault of each in Socrates' 

    eyes?  Do you think Socrates is raising legitimate objections to the definitions?  Why 

    or why not?  Discuss as critically and creatively as possible.

2) In his attempt to refute Meno's definition of virtue as "the desire of things honorable 

    and the power of attaining them," Socrates argues that "no one desires that which is 

    evil."  Explain the definition and Socrates' refutation of it in detail.  What is Socrates' 

    argument exactly, and how does it serve to show that Meno's definition is inadequate?  

    Do you think Socrates' argument is legitimate?  Why or why not?  Discuss as 

    critically and creatively as possible.

3) After attempting to define "virtue" unsuccessfully, Meno finally gives up and admits 

    that he does not know what virtue is.  Socrates then invites Meno to join a mutual 

    inquiry regarding the nature of virtue.  At this suggestion, Meno introduces a paradox 

    which, if legitimate, would make inquiry into the nature of virtue impossible.  What is 

    the paradox, and how does Socrates respond to it?  What do you think of Socrates' 

    response?  How, in other words, do you read the nature and the significance of 

    Socrates' notion of "learning as recollection"?  Discuss as critically and creatively as 

    possible. 

4) After arguing that all learning is recollection, Socrates lets Meno talk him into an 

    investigation of the teach-ability of virtue.  How does Socrates approach this question, 

    and what seems to be his ultimate answer?  Do you think the answer Meno and 

    Socrates give to the problem is the answer Plato wants us to accept?  Explain your 

    answer, and in the process, discuss, if you wish, how you think virtue is acquired. 

    Discuss as critically and creatively as possible.

5) Summarize Plato's famous "Parable of the Cave" from The Republic. After your 

    summary, discuss what you think Plato (Socrates) was trying to illuminate by the story

    and then discuss how you view the significance of the story in terms of your own 

    experience and your own search for enlightenment.  Discuss as critically and  

    creatively as possible.

6) As Harold Kushner suggests, there are at least three general propositions that seem to 

    underlie the thematic of the Book of Job, namely, that 1) God is omnipotent (that is, 

    He is all-powerful or supremely great); 2) God is supremely just and loving;  and 3) 

    that Job is an essentially good or innocent man.  In order to make sense of the story, 

    Kushner says that one of the propositions has to be denied, (that is, if you accept any 

    two propositions, you have to deny the third).  In other words, the three propositions, 

    taken together, are not compatible with each other.  Which of the propositions are 

    accepted and which denied by Job's friends?  Which are accepted and which 

    challenged by Job?  What is Kushner's alternative?  What is your alternative?  

    In order to make sense of the story, which proposition do you think needs to be
    denied?  If you think none needs to be denied, how do you explain the compatibility 
    of the three propositions?  Discuss as critically and creatively as possible.

7) Choose one of the three theodicies discussed by Hick, namely, the Augustinian, the 

    Irenaean, or the Process theodicy, and explain precisely how it answers the problem of 

    evil.  After explaining the theodicy in as much detail as possible, discuss whether you 

    think the theodicy adequately solves the problem.  Then discuss how you view the 

    problem and how you resolve it in your own heart and mind.  Discuss as critically and 

    creatively as possible.  

8) As an alternative to question #7 above, you might take perhaps two of the theodicies, 

    explain them, compare them, and then discuss which one you think more adequately 

    solves the problem of evil and why.  If you feel that both fall short of providing an 

    adequate solution, you should, of course, explain this as well and then go on to 

    discuss your own perspective on the problem.  Discuss as critically and creatively as 

    possible.  

Note:

Please feel free to discuss with me any questions you might have about 
the specific topic you choose to write about!
Good Luck & Have Fun!!!

